
M o n t h l y  E – z i n e : Vol. 1 1ST Sept 2006 17 Bhadon Sanmat Nanakshahi 538        

If you have received this in print version, kindly treat it with due respect, (as Gurbani is printed on this paper) don’t tear or throw it away.

Important Note:

1Page

Engli
sh

 

Edit
ionEngli

sh
 

Edit
ion ] <> siqgur pRswid ]

Gurpurabs and 
Historical Days

1st September

Pehla Prakash

Guru Granth Sahib Ji

16th September

Jyoti Jyot 

Guru Amardas Ji

Gur Gaddi 

Guru Ramdas Ji

Jyoti Jyot 

Guru Ramdas Ji

Gur Gaddi 

Guru Arjan Dev Ji

18th September

Gur Gaddi 

Guru Angad Dev Ji

22nd September

Jyoti Jyot 

Guru Nanak Dev Ji

GURMAT STUDY – MONTHLY E-ZINE

Gurmat Study Team takes pride in presenting the first Gurmat Study Monthly e-zine, a 

new initiative from editorial team. With the launch of this Monthly e-Zine, we aim to 

provide useful bytes of information on topics relating to Gurmat Vichar, Sikh Rehat 

Maryada, History and Media related activities.

In the initial phase, we plan to launch this edition using internet media, and later we 

are planning to go in print media as well. The e-edition will remain free for all our 

members. 

We invite feedback, suggestions and comments from all members and viewers of  e-

zine on this initiative. If you like the content of this e-zine then pass it on…! If you 

have received this as a forward from someone else, get this e-zine in your mailbox by 

sending mail at gurmatstudy@gmail.com
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Guru Granth Sahib Ji

ARRANGEMENT & LAYOUT

The majority of the language of the Guru Granth Sahib Ji  is the Punjabi dialect prevalent at that 

time, some hymns are also found in Persian, medieval Prakrit Hindi and Marathi, Sanskrit as well as 

Arabic. All of these hymns are written in the standard Punjabi script known as Gurmukhi, 

popularized by the Second Master; Guru Angad Dev Ji. The Guru Granth Sahib Ji is composed in 

1430 pages. Each page contains in bold print 18 or 19 lines depending on the page size.

The hymns of the Guru Granth Sahib Ji  have been laid out in a very scientific and well planned 

manner devised by Guru Arjan Dev Ji who started compilation in 1601 and having completed the 

same in 1604, The Adi Granth was brought with great honour to the newly built beautiful hall of 

Harmandir Sahib, Amritsar. Baba Budda Ji, one of the most respected Sikh’s of Guru Nanak’s time 

was appointed as the first Head Granthi to read out the First Hukamnama. Guru Arjan Dev Ji 

himself attributed so much respect to the Holy Granth Sahib that he never sat or slept at a place 

higher than its seat (Sukh-Aasan). The Sikhs followed the suit with great reverence.  Later-on The 

Adi Granth was re-compiled by Guru Gobind Singh Ji in 1704 at Sabo-Ki Talwandi (Damdama Sahib) 

in order to incorporate Guru Tegh Bahadar ji’s bani which are in form of Shabads(59) & Sloks(57) in 

15 Raags, without disturbing the order set by Guru Arjan Dev Ji. On 21st October 1708 Guru Gobind 

Singh Ji departed from the world. Before departing, he handed over the Gurgaddi to Guru Granth 

Sahib Ji on 20th October. Guru Granth Sahib Ji is our present Guru TILL ETERNITY.

The hymns have been arranged according to the melody (Raag) in which they are meant to be 

sung. Secondly they are arranged on the nature or the metre of the poems themselves. Next they 

are arranged by author and finally on the clef or key deemed appropriate to them.

Divided into 33 sections, the first section contains the epic Japji poem by Guru Nanak Dev Ji, which 

is not meant to be sung. The final section is a collection of assorted verses including the Sloks and 

the Swayyas of Bhatts (a group of musicians). The remaining 31 sections are the Raags:

(1) Sri Raag – isrIrwgu

(2) Majh - mwJu 

(3) Gauri - gauVI

(4) Asa - Awsw

(5) Gujari - gUjrI

(6) Devgandhari – dyv gMDwrI

(7) Bihagra - ibhwgVw

(8) Wadhans - vMfhMs

(9) Sorath - soriT

(10) Dhanasari - DnwsrI

(11) Jaitsari - jYqsrI

(12) Todi - tofI

(13) Bairari - bYrwVI

(14) Tilang - iqlMg

(15) Suhi - sUhI

(16) Bilawal - iblwvlu

(17) Gaund – gONf

(18) Ramkali - rwmklI

(19) Nat Narain - nt nwrwien

(20) Maligaura - mwlI gauVw

(21) Maru - mwrU

(22) Tukhari - quKwrI

(23) Kedara - kydwrw

(24) Bhairo - BYrau

(25) Basant - bsMq

(26) Sarang - swrMg

(27) Malar - mlwr

(28) Kanara - kwnVw

(29) Kalian - kilAwx

(30) Prabhati  - pRBwqI 

(31) Jaijawanti - jYjwvMqI

1st Head Granthi

Baba Budda Ji

in year 1604

Additional six raags 

used along with 

31 Raags for making 

of 11 mixed raags are:

(1) Lalit – lilq

(2) Aasawari  AwswvrI 

(3) Hindol – ihMfol 

(4) Bhopali – BopwlI

(5) Bibhas – ibBws

(6) Kafi – kwPI

11 mixed raags are:

(1) Gauri Majh

(2) Asa Kafi

(3) Tilang Kafi

(4) Suhi Kafi

(5) Suhi Lalit

(6) Bilawal Gaund

(7) Maru Kafi

(8) Basant Hindol

(9) Kalian Bhopali

(10) Prabhati Bibhas

(11) Asa Asawari



If you have received this in print version, kindly treat it with due respect, (as Gurbani is printed on this paper) don’t tear or throw it away.

Important Note:

1ST Sept 2006

M o n t h l y  E – z i n e

3Page

The Raags are further divided into the nature of the metre:

1) Chaupadas: an average of four verses each, 

2) Ashtpadis: an average of eight verses each, 

3) Special long poems, 

4) Chhants: six line verses, 

5) Special short poems, 

6) Vars: consisting of two or more paragraphs (Sloks) followed by a concluding stanza  (Pauri) & 

7) Poems of Bhagatas (various saints).

At the end, after Slok Mahala Nauva of the ninth Guru, is Guru Arjan Dev Ji’s conclusion hymn, 
noted as Mu’ndhaavani Mehla Pa’njwa (Mundhaavani means closing hymn;- Thal vich tinn vastu 
paiyo,Sat, Sa’ntokh Veechaaro. And “Tera keeta jaato naahi” (Your limits, O’Lord,cannot be known). 
This indicates that the end of the holy scriptures is here. “Raagmaala” (the beads of Raagsor 
Melodies) is at the end on pages (ang) 1429 and 1430. There is difference of opinion in minds of 
Sikh Scholars whether this is Guru Sahib's bani or not (Rehat Maryada).

Gurus whose banis are inscribed in Guru Granth Sahib Ji;

Guru Nanak Dev ji , Guru Angad Dev ji, Guru Amardas ji, Guru Ramdas ji, Guru Arjan Dev ji and 
Guru Tegh Bahadar ji.

Saints (Bhagats) whose banis are included:

Kabeer ji, Namdev ji, Ravidas ji, Tarlochan ji, Sheikh Fareed ji, Baini ji, Dhanna ji, Jaidev ji, 
Bheekhan ji, Parmanand ji, Sain ji, Peepa ji, Sadna ji, Ramanand ji and Soordas ji,  

Bhatts whose banis are included:

Kalshar ji (Kalh / Talh ji) , Gyand ji, Bhikha ji, Kirat ji, Mathura ji, Jaalap ji, Salh ji, Bhalh ji, Bal ji, 

Harbans ji and Nal ji,  

Sikhs whose banis are included:

Baba Sunder ji, Baba Balwand ji and Baba Satta ji.

We wish everyone on the occasion of Prakash Purab, and pray to almighty that we lead our lives as 
per path shown by our Guru Sahib’s. 

On the next page, we share with you all the Pehla Hukamnama that was taken from Adi Guru 
Granth Sahib Ji (ang 783 – 784) along with its meaning.

Compilation of Guru 
Granth Sahib Ji:

Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
comprises of banis of:

• 6 Gurus

• 15 Bhagats 

• 11 Bhats and

• 3 Sikhs
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sUhI mhlw 5 ]

sMqw ky kwrij Awip KloieAw hir kMmu krwvix AwieAw rwm ] Driq suhwvI qwlu suhwvw ivic  AMimRq jlu CwieAw 

rwm ] AMimRq jlu CwieAw pUrn swju krwieAw sgl mnorQ pUry ] jY jY kwru BieAw jg AMqir lwQy sgl ivsUry ] 

pUrn purK Acuq AibnwsI jsu vyd purwxI gwieAw ] Apnw ibrdu riKAw prmysir nwnk nwmu iDAwieAw ] 1 ] 

nv iniD isiD iriD dIny krqy qoit  n AwvY kweI rwm ] Kwq Krcq iblCq suKu pwieAw krqy kI dwiq svweI 

rwm ] dwiq svweI inKuit n jweI AMqrjwmI pwieAw ] koit ibGn sgly auiT nwTy dUKu n nyVY AwieAw ] sWiq 

shj Awnµd Gnyry ibnsI BUK sbweI ] nwnk gux gwvih suAwmI ky Acrju ijsu vifAweI rwm ] 2 ] ijs kw kwrju 

iqn hI kIAw mwxsu ikAw vycwrw rwm ] Bgq sohin hir ky gux gwvih sdw krih jYkwrw rwm ] gux gwie goibMd 

And aupjy swDsMgiq sMig bnI ] ijin audmu kIAw qwl kyrw iqs kI aupmw ikAw gnI ] ATsiT qIrQ puMn 

ikirAw mhw inrml cwrw ] piqq pwvnu ibrdu suAwmI nwnk sbd ADwrw ] 3 ] gux inDwn myrw pRBu krqw 

ausqiq kaunu krIjY rwm ] sMqw kI bynµqI suAwmI nwmu mhw rsu dIjY rwm ] nwmu dIjY dwnu kIjY ibsru nwhI iek iKno 

] gux gopwl aucru rsnw sdw gweIAY Anidno ] ijsu pRIiq lwgI nwm syqI mnu qnu AMimRq BIjY ] ibnvMiq nwnk 

ieC puMnI pyiK drsnu jIjY ] 4 ] 7 ] 10 ]

English Meaning:

SOOHEE, FIFTH MEHL:  The Lord Himself has stood up to resolve the affairs of the Saints; He has come to 
complete their tasks.  The land is beautiful, and the pool is beautiful; within it is contained the Ambrosial Water.  
The Ambrosial Water is filling it, and my job is perfectly complete; all my desires are fulfilled.  Congratulations are 
pouring in from all over the world; all my sorrows are eliminated.  The Vedas and the Puraanas sing the Praises of 
the Perfect, Unchanging, Imperishable Primal Lord. The Transcendent Lord has kept His promise, and confirmed 
His nature; Nanak meditates on the Naam, the Name of the Lord. || 1 ||  

The Creator has given me the nine treasures, wealth and spiritual powers, and I do not lack anything. Eating, 
spending and enjoying, I have found peace; the gifts of the Creator Lord continually increase.  His gifts increase 
and shall never be exhausted; I have found the Inner-knower, the Searcher of hearts.  Millions of obstacles have 
all been removed, and pain does not even approach me.  Tranquility, peace, poise and bliss in abundance prevail, 
and all my hunger is satisfied.  Nanak sings the Glorious Praises of his Lord and Master, whose Glorious Greatness 
is wonderful and amazing. || 2 || 

It was His job, and He has done it; what can the mere mortal being do?  The devotees are adorned, singing the 
Glorious Praises of the Lord; they proclaim His eternal victory. Singing the Glorious Praises of the Lord of the 
Universe, bliss wells up, and we are friends with the Saadh Sangat, the Company of the Holy.  He who made the 
effort to construct this sacred pool - how can his praises be recounted?  The merits of the sixty-eight sacred 
shrines of pilgrimage, charity, good deeds and immaculate lifestyle, are found in this sacred pool.  It is the natural 
way of the Lord and Master to purify sinners; Nanak takes the Support of the Word of the Shabad.|| 3|| 

The treasure of virtue is my God, the Creator Lord; what Praises of Yours should I sing, O Lord?  The prayer of 
the Saints is, "O Lord and Master, please bless us with the supreme, sublime essence of Your Name."  Please, 
grant us Your Name, grant us this blessing, and do not forget us, even for an instant.  Chant the Glorious Praises 
of the World-Lord, O my tongue; sing them forever, night and day.  One who enshrines love for the Naam, the 
Name of the Lord, his mind and body are drenched with Ambrosial Nectar.  Prays Nanak, my desires have been 
fulfilled; gazing upon the Blessed Vision of the Lord, I live. || 4 || 7 || 10 ||

ŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ ŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ
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